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What is the Commission on Cancer?

¸An arm of the American College of Surgeons, 
established in 1922.

¸A consortium of professional organizations 
dedicated to reducing the morbidity and 
mortality of cancer through education, standard 
setting, and the monitoring of quality care.

¸Consists of more than 100 members 
representing the multidisciplinary professionals 
of the cancer care team, including 
representatives from the ACoS and 38 national, 
professional member organizations.
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COMMISSION ON CANCER 

APPROVALS PROGRAM

Ȩncourages hospitals, treatment 

centers and other facilities to 

improve their quality of patient care 

through various cancer-related 

programs.

Çancer Programs must undergo an 

On-site review every 3 years

V̧oluntary Program
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COMMISSION ON CANCER 

APPROVALS PROGRAM

Five Key Elements for Successful 

Commissioned-approved cancer 

program

¸Clinical Services                         

¸Cancer Committee

¸Cancer Conferences

¸Quality Improvement Program

¸Cancer Registry and Database



2/13/2008

COMMISSION ON CANCER 

APPROVALS PROGRAM

Cancer Program Category

Each facility is assigned to a Cancer 

Program Category by Cancer Programs 

staff, based on the following.

(1) The type of facility or organization

(2) Services provided

(3) Cases accessioned
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COMMISSION ON CANCER

Survey Application Record (SAR)

¸To facilitate a thorough and accurate 
evaluation of the cancer program

¸Includes a self assessment for rating 
compliance with cancer program 
standards

¸A portion of the information in SAR is 
automatically shared with the American 
Cancer society (ACS) as part of the 
Facility Information Profile System (FIPS) 
for posting on the ACS Web-site.
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COMMISSION ON CANCER 

APPROVAL AWARDS

FULL 

APPROVAL 

(Three Years)

THREE-

YEAR with 

Contigency

NONAPPROVAL APPROVAL 

DEFERRED 

(VALID ONLY 

FOR NEW 

PROGRAMS)

36 Standards No deficiencies One to seven 

deficiency(ies) 

(up to 19% of 

Standards)

Eight or more 

deficiencies (22% 

or more of 

Standards)

One deficiency 

(2% of 

Standards)
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COMMISSION ON CANCER 

Outstanding Achievement Award

The CoC Outstanding Achievement  

award is granted to any cancer 

program that:

¸Receives a commendation rating in all 

nine defined areas, and

¸Receives a compliance rating for all other 

(27) standards
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2004

CANCER PROGRAM 

STANDARDS
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Chapter 1: INSTITUTIONAL AND      

PROGRAMMATIC    

RESOURCES

FACILITY ACCREDITATION

Standard 1.1 The facility is 

accredited by a recognized 

authority appropriate to the 

facility type.
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Chapter 2:  CANCER COMMITTEE

LEADERSHIP

LEVEL OF RESPONSIBILITY AND 

ACCOUNTABILITY

Standard 2.1 The organizational 

structure of the facility or medical staff 

gives the cancer committee 

responsibility and accountability for the 

cancer program activities.


