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Overview

ÂThe Story of Jane Smith

ÂHistory of Cancer registration

ÂWhat does Quality Cancer Data 

mean?

ÂWhat should we strive for?

Source: CDC National Program for Cancer Registries.



Jane Smith

- Unknown to Diagnosis

Â Jane Smith learns 

from her internist 

that she likely 

has a rare form of 

cancer



Diagnosis to Prognosis

Â Further tests 

are completed 

at the hospital



Prognosis to treatment

ÂJaneõs doctor 

proposes a 

course of 

treatment

ÂUnfortunately Janeõs 

insurance does not 

cover the cost since it 

was considered a pre -

existing condition



Treatment to Registry

Â At 4.30 p.m on a Friday before the long 

holiday weekend, Ms. T, a veteran 

cancer registrar has difficulty in finding 

all the information (even non -essential 

items, particularly ethnicity) of Jane at 

her hospital records.

Â Ms. Tõs grandson has a soccer game 

that evening. With competing priorities 

in mind, Ms. T finally decides to spend 

another 30 minutes to complete the 

required fields when she could have left 

the field blank.

Â Ms. G, a central cancer registry 

registrar promptly enters the data after 

rigorous quality control.



Registry to National Cancer 

Database

Â Janeõs data are added 

to Central Cancer 

Registry data, and the 

National Cancer Data 

Base, where it will go 

through more quality 

processes and 

refinement


