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Q\/lessageﬁ’om tﬁe CPreSiofent

Hello ArCRA members and fm’enefs

It has been more than a month since 1 saw most
of you [ast, time just seems to roll Ey quicﬁfy,
esyecia[fy cy:rer a certain age (some of you know
what 1 mean). To those qf you who could not
make it to the annual conference, a gooef time was
had Ey all, as 1 am sure you have a(reacfy heard.
For this first newsletter, 1 tﬁougﬁt 7 would share
my acceptance remarks with you all again as a
reminder of what we all will be worﬁing hard to

accom}aﬁsﬁ this year.

The Executive Committee had their first meeting
on the 12 of October; a great meeting that
resulted in fresﬁ, new innovative ideas that we
believe will move this association forwaref You
will be ﬁeam’ng more about that later, we will Eeeja

you informedf



Acceptance Remarks

Good Afternoon to Everyone!

First let me thank a couple of my family members for being here and my son
Cameron for such a wonderful prayer. Thank you all for choosing me to help
lead our association for the next year.

Thank you to our outgoing board members and our outgoing president, Laurel
Nowden for helping me get acquainted with this new position. | will still need
all of you, and there is no doubt in my mind, I just believe that when | call on
you, you will be willing to help me. That goes for the entire membership.

| believe it is tradition for the incoming president to issue charges or challenges
to the committees and board membe
challenges, but instead | want to voice some concerns and offer some ways of
addressing these concerns. The ways of addressing these concerns will be to
extend our process improvement process by adding these concerns and

involving all members in workgroups. These workgroups will be responsible
for working on one particular issue of interest that will result in helpful

resources for the association members. These resources can be in the form of
practice briefs, articles, guidelines, or other cancer registry materials which will
be made available on our ArCRA website.

No matter what area you work in, if you are involved in cancer registry, your
work is vital to delivering quality healthcare. Without the information, privacy
and security safeguards you provide, the field of cancer registry could not
advance. More and more our work is being noticed by those outside the
industry, but not enough. That leads to my number one concern and it is not just
my concern, but also that of NCRA. They completed a workforce study that
reported the average age of cancer registrars as 48.8. We are losing many
professionals to retirement nationally. In Arkansas we may not have many
retiring but we are aging and | ik
people choosing cancer registry as a career to take our place. This brings me to
our workgroups:



1) Expanding Our Associati ol
benefit us first to let others know we are here, who we are
and what we do before we start recruitment efforts.

Cynthia Gulley has agreed to head this workgroup.

2) Case Ascertainment using Electronic Health Records in
Arkansas. There are those of us who have not, yet, had to
deal with this issue. | believe we can all agree that in the
near future we will. Leslie Harris has agreed to head this
workgroup.

3) Assessing Quality and Improvement in Cancer Registry.
We all do quality work in our registries, but how do you
know that, how do we assess that and we can always
improve, but how. Sharon DeRamus and Tammy
Newman have agreed to head this workgroup

4) Last but certainly not least, our immediate past president,
Laurel Nowden has a great idea for mentoring new
registrars and | would love for that to be further developed
and expanded, so |I’'ve asl
and she has agreed.

The first step in We as registrars know the value of cancer data in the fight against

the acquisition of cancer and how essential we are in reducing the burden of cancer
_ ~ 3 in our state as well as our nation. In order to continue to fight the
wisdom is silence, good fightwe need to have trained professional people who will
the second be pa_ssionate about coIIec_ting quality data. It takes all of us
: working together to get things done. So | want every member
listening, th e working on one or more of these groups. The first order of
P business for our new secretary, Kathy Dunaway will be to get
third memory, the everyone here signed up for one of these workgroups.

fourth practice, I n the words of our NCRA pr ¢

the fifth teaching your heads high and remember: we are Cancer Registrars, and we
{ : are professional s!”

others. :
Solomon Ibn Gabriol Thank you all
Theressia Mitchell, RHIT, CTR
President

Arkansas Cancer Registrar’s



Questions from I&R:

201771 10/26/061 FORDS
Question: If a patient was admitted to our facility for a planned resection but the
procedure was aborted in the operating room due to adverse medical
reaction/complications would that be analytic for our facility as the intent was to perform
first course treatment?
Answer: Yes. This decision to abort the surgery because of contraindications becomes
the treatment for this person. The reason that there was no surgery is recorded in the field
Reason for No Surgery of Primary Site. This is an analytic case for your facility.

202171 10/26/061 FORDS
Question: A patient presents with hematochezia. Following Colonoscopy and biopsy, pt
Is diagnosed with ca of the rectum. Treatment pan was for neoadjuvant chemo/XRT
followed by surgery. Patient refused treatment, but presented again 6 months later with
another episode of hematochezia and agreed to original treatment plan. No apparent
evidence of progressiohmehtdbseeasbsequ¥
refusal even though it was part of original treatment plan?
Answer: Yes, the original refusal of chemo/XRT and surgery would be considered first
course of treatment. Code treatment provided six months later as subsequent treatment.

20139i 10/25/061 FORDS
Question: A patient is admitted to the ER with a mass. A surgical consult is requested
and while the surgeon is en route, the patient expires. The surgeon arrives shortly after
and does a biopsy of the mass. The pathology comes back as malignant. How is this
coded? As the patent is deceased, is it coded as an autopsy even though a full autopsy
was not done?
Answer: Yes, this would be coded as diagnosed at autopsy.

200971 10/20/061 AJCC
Question Ptadmit t ed f or treat ment of |l ung ca (
had no headaches, dizziness, lightheadness or syncope; MD preceded with
pneumonectomy; 2 days after surgery, pt had hemiplegia, slurred speech; ct head showed
brain mets: how should this be staged?
Answer: The general time guidelines for evaluating stage states that extent of disease
information obtained through the first course of surgery or 4 months, whichever is longer
Is used to assign the stage. If your scenario is within the 4 months the case would be
AJCC staged as cM1 and CS staged mets at diagnosis.



20083i 10/19/061 ICD Coding
Question: Is carcinoid reportable?
Answer: According to ICD-O 3" edition there are various types of carcinoid tumor. If
the pathology is just carcinoid NOS, it is benign, however, if it is atypical or typical
carcinoid tumor it tis malignant. For example, carcinoid of the appendix is not
reportable. Please discuss again with pathologist to determine if there is any specific
description of the carcinoid tumor.

201041 10/19/061 FORDS
Questiont If a pt has a mammo that is Birad 5 which states suspicious for malignancy
and never returns, is this a consult case or a Class 0?
Answer: The terminology utilized with the BI-RADS Category 5, "highly suggestive" is
in conflict with the standard setter's definitions for ambiguous terminology for case-
finding. Because of this conflict, the Commission on Cancer does not recognize the Bl-
RADS schema as a case-finding source, however, if mammography reports are routinely
reviewed at your facility and Category 5 cases are encountered, you are encouraged to
research the availability of other evaluative tests or procedures to determine diagnostic
confirmation of malignancy. In no further information is found this would not be
reportable for your facility.

199501 10/5/06i FORDS
Questions: A bladder cancer patient had a TURB and subsequent BCG. How do we
code the systemic/surgery sequence field?
Answer: BCG for the bladder is recorded both as surgery and immunotherapy.
Document code 27 for TURB is the Surgical Procedure of the Primary Site field and the
01 for the BCG in the Immunotherapy field. Document code 3 in the systemic/surgery
sequence field. Curator

7



ArCRA Workgroups

Expanding Association Outreach

Pat Willimas - pat.a.williams@neamedicalcenter.com
Barbara Murchison- barbara.murchison@arkansas.gov
Gigi White - Glynis.white @arkansas.gov

Rose Ann Carter Fosteri roseann.carter@arkansas.gov
Johnnie Jacksoni Johnnie.jackson@arkansas.qov
Amy Greer - amy.greer@arkansas.gov

Kathy Trawick - trawickkathyc@uams.edu

Wanda Rhodes- wanda.rhoeds@arkansas.gov

Darlene Willimas - dawillia@sparks.org

Pat Overton - poverton@narti.org

Case Ascertainment/Electronic Health Records

Sherry Tuck - NARTI - stuck@natrti.org
Loreene Hale - Jefferson RMC- tumorregistry@jrmc.org

Mellisa Riddle- St. Vincent - Mriddle@stvincenthealth.com
Anitta Schwander - anitta.schwander@saintmarysregional.com
Linda Erkman - UAMS- erkman.linda@uams.edu

Amy Vaugh - ERS- avaughan1010@yahoo.com

Donna Laster - CARTI- dlaster@carti.com

Cora Ray- CARTI- cray@carti.com

Dana Ray- CARTI- dray@carti.com
Sandra Blantoni St. Joesph

Assessing Quality and Improvement in CR

You cannot
Bettye Belleton - UAMS- belletonbettyej@uams.edu
Lois Williams Raynor- UAMS- willamsraynorloisj@uams.edu depend on
Melody Knight - CARTI- Mknight@carti.com
Charlotte Bellefeuille - IMPAC- cbellefeuille@impac.com yOUF eyes
Dianna Wilson - Medical Center of South AR- dianna.wilson@triadhopsitals.com When your
Mentoring Peers Imagination
IS out of

Renee Webb- White Country Medical Center - rwebb@wcmc.org

Gigi White - ACCR- glynis.white@arkansas.gov focus.
Maurren Coffey - VA - maureen.coffey@med.va.gov

Whendie Dystra-Long - VA - gwendylen.dystra-long@med.va.gov
Loreene Hale- JRMC- tumorregistry@jrmc.org

Kathy Dunaway - BRMC- kdunaway@baxterregional.org

Ryan William - ACCR- ryan.williams@arkansas.gov

Cissy Carrigan- UAMS- carriganmaryc@uams.edu

Mark Twain

If you are not assigned to one of these groups please e-mail Kathy Dunaway at kdunaway@baxterregional.org.
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Bylaws Committee

The Bylaws Committee is working on updating the Bylaws.

Dianna Wilson, RHIA, CTR
Pat Overton, RHIA, CTR
Sue Caudell, CTR

Historian SR®

I am currently working on updating the ArCRA scrapbook. | am still looking for any pictures that you may
have from 1996 (only have NCRA pictures from this year), 1999, 2000, and 2001. Please let me know if you
have any pictures from these years.

Dianna Wilson, RHIA, CTR

Program Committee

The Program Committee is busy working on the details for the 2007 ArCRA Annual Educational Meeting. The
meeting is tentatively scheduled for September 26-28, 2007 in El Dorado, AR. Please put these dates on your
calendar.

Dianna Wilson, RHIA, CTR

Barbara Murchison, RHIA, CTR
Jeanette Worth

Extreme Makeover @ NCRA

Have you seen the new design of ncra -usa.org?

Enhanced with an improved navigation and streamlined content that will make it eas ier for you to
quickly locate the information you need. Many of the enhancements to the site were the direct result

of member feedback - you spoke and we listened.

Enjoy your visit.

Access to NCRA's Members -Only section

Find your 5 -digit NCRA ID# on your NCRA membership card & above your name on the mailing
label of NCRA mailings to login.

New Users

1. Under 0 Re gyoart edigit NGRA membership ID and click Register.

2. Once your ID # has been confirmed, click Continue.

3. Enter your email address; username, and password, then click Register.

4 . In future visits, under f@ALogi n, 0 memsdipasemord®r y o
access Members -Only content.

Questions?  Contact NCRA.


http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9dyfzzbab.0.dp8ovrbab.akpnvrbab.1640&ts=S0215&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncra-usa.org
mailto:member@ncra-usa.org

Announcements and Updates

<A I nk” mh pZm\a ma’
>Zr JZkKkZ] N, EZmar p
Rebecca Knight is marching in the Mountair
Home High School Marching Band that will
beperfofr bg™ bg _khgm h _
Ma”™ bl Z |1 ~gbhk mabl
better way to celebrate her last year of high
school. Kathy and her husband Rory will b
traveling with the band to New York.

If you have had a change in your work phone

numberore  -mail address, Please let Kathy
Dunaway know by e -mail or phone.
kdunaway@baxterregional.org or 870 -508-1269.

Dondét miss the MP/HI1IAW0oCESIBO OF f

WHEN: December 7th and 8th, 2006

WHERE: Orland o, Florida

PRICE: $295 (NCRA member)/ $350 (nonmember)
CE's: 11 NCRA -approved CE's

NCRA's special Multiple Primary and Histology Coding Rules Workshop is designed to educate
participants on the new multiple primary and histology coding rules which are ef fective
beginning January 2007. Our knowledgeable and experienced instructors, Pamela Moats, CTR
and Mary Kimmel, CTR have developed an agenda that provides comprehensive and thorough
review of the site - specific rules.

Space is limited so REGISTER ONLINE  TODAY!

Or Download the Workshop Registration Form.



mailto:kdunaway@baxterregional.org
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9dyfzzbab.0.hhq5nzbab.akpnvrbab.1640&ts=S0215&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncra-usa.org%2Fpdfs%2FNCRA_MPHflyer2.pdf

Birthdays:

Whendi Dystra -Long A f
November 2 '

Linda Erkman ANovember 7
Sharon DeRamus ANovember 18
Diana Wilson ANovember 21

Renee Webb ADecember 4

Melissa Riddle ADecember 5

Bettie Farris ADecember 11 : .

Kathy Germany ADecember 11 Weddlngs.

Anitta Schwander ADecember 11

Libby Caston ADecember 13 Cora RaydNovember 4
Darlene Williams ADecember 16

Jereamy Gray ADecember 21

Kathy Trawick ADecember 27

Sue Ann Caudell ADecember 28

One way to get the most out of life is to look upon it as an adventure.
William Feath  er




